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GATES VASCULAR INSTITUTE FIRST IN WESTERN NEW YORK 

TO IMPLANT NEW CARDIAC DEVICE “THE WATCHMAN™” 

  

(Buffalo, N.Y., February 8, 2016) – Ronald Moretuzzo, 77, had been taking blood thinners for 

his atrial fibrillation (A. Fib or AF) a common heart rhythm disorder, when he suffered a life-

threatening bleed in his brain. 

 

At high risk for another brain hemorrhage, he sought treatment from the Gates Vascular Institute 

where a team of experts recommended and successfully implanted the WATCHMAN™, a 

recently FDA-approved cardiac device that helps prevent strokes in patients with non-valvular 

atrial fibrillation. 

 

The Gates Vascular Institute is the only facility in Western New York to perform implantation 

of the WATCHMAN, a catheter-delivered heart insert designed to close the left atrial appendage. 

 

This innovative procedure is another example of Kaleida Health’s Center of Excellence for 

Cardiac Services. Buffalo General Medical Center and the Gates Vascular Institute received top 

2% ranking in the nation for cardiac surgery from the Society for Thoracic Surgery. 

  

“We are proud that the Gates Vascular Institute is the only facility in the area to utilize the 

WATCHMAN device. We have a dedicated team of skilled physicians, led by Drs. Iyer and 

Fernandez and myself, who work collaboratively to ensure the best possible outcomes for our 

patients,” said electrophysiologist Chee Kim, MD, FACC. “It is a tremendous alternative to a 

lifetime spent taking blood thinning medications.” 

 

“The whole experience was excellent. I was the first person to have the device implanted and had 

great confidence in Drs. Kim and Iyer. I knew they would do a good job,” explained Ronald 

Moretuzzo when asked about his experience at the Gates Vascular Institute. 

-more- 

mailto:smcquade@kaleidahealth.org


PAGE TWO 

WATCHMAN 

February 8, 2016 

 

 

 

Traditionally, patients with AF are prescribed blood thinners to prevent the formation of blood 

clots and remain on them for the rest of their life. The WATCHMAN is a permanent alternative 

to blood thinners with minimal side effects. 

  

“I now only have to take a baby aspirin at night,” exclaimed Moretuzzo who had been on blood 

thinners for the past 25 years. 

 

The minimally invasive procedure takes approximately 60 minutes, and once in place the risk of 

stroke is reduced to that of a person with a normally functioning heart. It allows for successful 

discontinuation of blood thinning medication, which is associated with lifelong risk of bleeding 

complications. Patients are also able to return home the following day.  

 

Moretuzzo, who had the device inserted back in June of 2015, no longer has to worry about 

taking his blood thinners daily, and is still able to do the things he loves such as biking and 

playing tennis. 

 

Vijay Iyer, MD, medical director of cardiac services at Buffalo General Medical Center, and 

Stanley Fernandez MD, PhD, work in tandem with Dr. Kim during the implantation of the 

WATCHMAN device. This skilled team of physicians ensures patients receive the best possible 

care. 
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